'Not a bad-' she exclaimed, dropping his hand. 'Surely,
on Chelsea Embankment -'
'Here's our hostess. Good morning, Mrs Munt. Fine
rhododendrons. Good morning, Frau Liesecke; we manage
to grow flowers in England, don't we?'
4 Not a bad business ?'
f No. My letter's about Howards End. Bryce has been or-
dered abroad, and wants to sublet it. I am far from sure that
I shall give him permission. There was no clause in the
agreement. In my opinion, subletting is a mistake. If he can
find me another tenant, whom I consider suitable, I may
cancel the agreement. Morning, Schlegel. Don't you think
that's better than subletting?'*
Helen had dropped her hand now, and he had steered her
past the whole party to the seaward side of the house. Be-
neath them was the bourgeois little bay, which must have
yearned all through the centuries for just such a watering-
place as Swanage to be built on its margin. The waves were
colourless, and the Bournemouth steamer gave a further
touch of insipidity, drawn up against the pier and hooting
wildly for excursionists.
'When there is a sublet I find that damage -*
'Do excuse me, but about the Porphyrion. I don't feel
easy - might I just bother you, Henry?9
Her manner was so serious that he stopped, and asked her
a little sharply what she wanted.
4 You said on Chelsea Embankment, surely, that it was a
bad concern, so we advised this clerk to clear out. He writes
this morning that he's taken our advice, and now you say
it's not a bad concern.'
'A clerk who clears out of any concern, good or bad, with-
out securing a berth somewhere else first, is a fool, and I've
no pity for him.'
4 He had not done that. He's going into a bank in Camden
Town, he says. The salary's much lower, but he hopes to
manage - a branch of Dempster's Bank. Is that all right?'
'Dempster! My goodness me, yes.'
eMore right than the Porphyrion?*
*Yes, yes, yes; safe as houses - safer/
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